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We, the undersigned public health, medical and community organisations urge the WA Government to 

strengthen our laws and improve enforcement in relation to e-cigarettes. 

E-cigarettes are harmful to health and are a gateway to tobacco use1. Alarmingly, the use of e-cigarettes 

has significantly increased among young people2. The dramatic growth in the number of vape stores in 

WA3 and the widespread availability of e-cigarettes (with unknown nicotine content and chemical 

composition) indicates that current compliance and enforcement measures are inadequate.  

To address the e-cigarette crisis, the Federal Government has recently announced that it will pursue new 

controls on the importation of e-cigarettes, their contents and packaging4. This will include stopping the 

importation of non-prescription e-cigarettes and banning all single use, disposable e-cigarettes.  

To complement these reforms, it is essential to take strong and immediate action at the state level. 

Specifically, we urge the WA Government to: 

• Amend state legislation to explicitly prohibit the sale and supply of non-prescription e-cigarettes, 

components and liquids, in order to aid enforcement; 

• Prohibit advertising, promotion and sponsorship in relation to e-cigarettes, components and liquids 

to ensure these products cannot be promoted, whether or not they contain nicotine; 

• Prohibit the use of e-cigarettes in public places where tobacco smoking is prohibited to denormalise 

e-cigarette use and protect the community from second-hand and third-hand exposure to aerosols5; 

• Increase resourcing for compliance and enforcement measures to deter non-pharmacy retailers from 

unlawfully selling e-cigarettes; 

• Resist the damaging influence of the tobacco and e-cigarette industries that seek to undermine the 

health of our community for commercial gain.  

These regulatory reforms should be undertaken following on from the statutory review of the Tobacco 

Products Control Act 2006 (WA), of which a government response is long overdue. 

A comprehensive approach that also includes education campaigns, research, prevention programs and 

cessation services is needed to address this crisis. 

We must not repeat the mistakes of the past, where early inaction led to a tobacco epidemic. By acting now, 

the WA Government can create a positive legacy for the next generation by protecting them from the harms 

of e-cigarettes. 
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