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General Guidance: 
 
Association of Medical Research Charities, ‘Writing Lay Summaries: Guidance for 

Researchers’, October 2011,  

Digital Curation Centre. How to write a lay summary. 
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/how-guides/write-lay-summary 

This publication has information, guidelines and resources for writing lay summaries. 

Bournemouth University Research Blog. 
http://blogs.bournemouth.ac.uk/research/2011/06/15/writing-a-lay-summary-
is-easy-right/ 

Government of South Australia. ‘Plain language. 
https://www.accessibility.sa.gov.au/your-role/content/plain-language 

McKenzie, A. ‘Consumer and Community Participation Fact Sheet M11: Plain 
Language Summaries’, Involving People in Research, 2011. 
https://www.involvingpeopleinresearch.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/fact_sheet_M11_plain_language_summaries.pdf 

The Plain English Campaign free guides, http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/free-
guides.html 

Ridpath, JR, Greene, SM & Wiese, CJ. PRISM Readability Toolkit (3rd ed). Group 
Health Research Institute, Seattle, 2007. 
http://prism.grouphealthresearch.org/documents/PRISMReadabilityToolkit_T
hirdEdv6_062210.pdf 

Imperial College London , Guide to writing a lay summary, 2018. 
http://wwwf.imperial.ac.uk/blog/fom/files/2018/05/Lay-Summary-
v2018_PFDC.pdf 

 
Lists of Technical Words with Plain Language Alternatives: 
 
Human Subjects Office, University of Iowa. ‘Medical Terms in Lay Language’, 

http://hso.research.uiowa.edu/medical-terms-lay-language#P 

Nancikevell, S. ‘Plain Language Alternatives for Patient Information and Consent 
Materials’. Toronto, 2008. 
https://www.orpca.org/files/Plain_Language_Alternatives_for_Patient_Inform
ation_and_Consent_Materials.pdf 

Program for Readability in Science and Medicine (PRISM). ‘Alternative Wording 
Suggestions’ (extract from the PRISM Readability Toolkit). Group Health 
Research Institute, 2006. 
http://prism.grouphealthresearch.org/documents/PRISM_alternative_word_lis
t.pdf 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/how-guides/write-lay-summary
http://blogs.bournemouth.ac.uk/research/2011/06/15/writing-a-lay-summary-is-easy-right/
http://blogs.bournemouth.ac.uk/research/2011/06/15/writing-a-lay-summary-is-easy-right/
https://www.accessibility.sa.gov.au/your-role/content/plain-language
https://www.involvingpeopleinresearch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/fact_sheet_M11_plain_language_summaries.pdf
https://www.involvingpeopleinresearch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/fact_sheet_M11_plain_language_summaries.pdf
http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/free-guides.html
http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/free-guides.html
http://prism.grouphealthresearch.org/documents/PRISMReadabilityToolkit_ThirdEdv6_062210.pdf
http://prism.grouphealthresearch.org/documents/PRISMReadabilityToolkit_ThirdEdv6_062210.pdf
http://wwwf.imperial.ac.uk/blog/fom/files/2018/05/Lay-Summary-v2018_PFDC.pdf
http://wwwf.imperial.ac.uk/blog/fom/files/2018/05/Lay-Summary-v2018_PFDC.pdf
http://hso.research.uiowa.edu/medical-terms-lay-language#P
https://www.orpca.org/files/Plain_Language_Alternatives_for_Patient_Information_and_Consent_Materials.pdf
https://www.orpca.org/files/Plain_Language_Alternatives_for_Patient_Information_and_Consent_Materials.pdf
http://prism.grouphealthresearch.org/documents/PRISM_alternative_word_list.pdf
http://prism.grouphealthresearch.org/documents/PRISM_alternative_word_list.pdf
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http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/cancer-help/utilities/about-cancerhelp-uk/cancerhelp-uk-policies/editorial-policy/writers-guidelines#words
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/cancer-help/utilities/about-cancerhelp-uk/cancerhelp-uk-policies/editorial-policy/writers-guidelines#words
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