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Cancer Council Western Australia is the state’s leading independent, 
evidence-based cancer organisation and the only one fighting every cancer 
from every angle.

One in two Australians are diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime but we’re determined to change that. 

In WA alone there are around 12,000 new cases of cancer diagnosed each year and that number is 

expected to rise. Currently, over 87,000 West Australians are living with cancer, and many of those 

need our help at some point in their cancer journey. 

Sadly, this year around 4000 West Australians will die from cancer. That’s 4000 too many. Too many 

of our fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, children, friends and colleagues. But we are making 

progress; the survival rate for many common cancers has increased by 30 per cent over the past two 

decades, and today the five-year survival rate for some common cancers is over 90 per cent.

There’s still a long way to go until we can live in a world where cancer no longer turns lives upside 

down, but through our critical world-class research funding program, our nationally and internationally 

recognised prevention and education programs, our vast range of leading edge information and 

support services and our successful advocacy program, we are bringing the defeat of cancer closer. 

The generous support of the community in a variety of new and established ways ensures we are 

financially strong now and into the future so we can carry out this vital work.

Using our unique combination of local programs, community engagement, and national influence, we 

bring together organisations and people across the community to progress the fight against cancer.  

Every week, thousands of West Australians unite with us against cancer by working with us, 

volunteering, participating in a fundraising event, donating, supporting our Lottery, helping us advocate 

for change, or even by simply wearing a hat. Every day, we are inspired by the work of those in the 

community joining us in our fight against cancer and our deepest thanks goes to each and every one 

of you. This annual review contains just some of your remarkable stories.

Message from our President and CEO

Professor George Yeoh
President

Susan Rooney
Chief Executive Officer
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Tash Kickett
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A split second decision saved mother of 
three Tash Kickett’s life.

Two and a half years ago, 35-year-old Tash was at the 

doctor for a simple referral letter. As she prepared to leave, 

she realised she was overdue for a pap smear. She had the 

test and a few days later, her life changed dramatically.

“I’m really nosey and I don’t like waiting – I was at the 

hospital for something else and asked if my test results were 

in. The doctor found them, we sat down and the next thing 

she said was ‘I’m so sorry, it’s come back positive’,” Tash 

recalled. It was cervical cancer.

“It echoed in my head. It felt like the whole world was empty 

and all I could see were these words floating around.” 

Like most busy mums, Tash’s own health had been low on 

her list of priorities.

“Cancer’s something you think happens to older people, or 

sadly sometimes kids. For those of us in the middle, your 

thoughts are elsewhere; you’re thinking about raising your 

family and other day-to-day stuff like getting the kids to 

school. It was a huge shock, but I just told myself to suck it 

up, get on with it and do what I need to do,” she said.

Tash had two months of almost daily treatment; 

chemotherapy, radiotherapy and brachytherapy: a form of 

internal radiotherapy. Treatment was a 100km round-trip 

to Perth from her family home at the time in the southern 

suburb of Warnbro. It meant leaving home at 6.30am each 

day.

“My husband was working FIFO at the time so I was really 

lucky that Mum and Dad were close by. Mum was my 

chauffeur and nurse and Dad took on Pop duty looking 

after the kids, getting them to and from school. It was a 

whirlwind. There was so much going on, I was in a bit of a 

cocoon,” she said.

“It was pretty intense at the time but I’ve come out the other 

side of it and I think I need to give back now.” 

Originally from Port Hedland and now living in Karratha, 

Tash has thankfully been given the all clear and last October 

organised her own Cancer Council WA Girls’ Night In 

fundraising event.

The night had an 80’s theme and involved karaoke and a 

silent auction of a range of items generously donated by 

local businesses. Tash’s dad even created an artwork that 

they were able to auction online for close to $700.

The event involved around 25 of Tash’s friends and took 

place at her home on the second anniversary of her 

diagnosis. They raised an incredible $3000.

“In the first instance it was really about getting the message 

to my close group of friends to get tested,” she said.

“It’s really important to get the word out about listening to 

your body - particularly to mums. You can’t look after your 

family if you’re sick. Kids are resilient, but you don’t ever 

want them to need to be.

“Cervical cancer is completely preventable. Regular pap 

tests can pick up abnormalities in your cells before it turns 

into cancer. You need to make sure your health is a priority, 

be able to look after yourself.

“I had symptoms; I’d been really tired but I attributed that to 

being a working mum, and there were other ‘girl things’.

“I don’t know anyone who actually likes getting a pap 

smear, and particularly as an Aboriginal woman your body 

is very private; I’d say that’s why a big number of Aboriginal 

women avoid it.

“But five minutes of slight discomfort once every two years 

is better than going through treatment. The split second 

decision to get that test saved my life. Definitely.”

Education and 
prevention highlights
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17,219

18
718

710

68%
4

721

150,000

95,203

online views of our skin 
cancer early detection 

resources 

UV meters installed at 
schools and in community 

areas across WA
people attended or 

listened online to one of our
six cancer update lectures

training sessions on creating 
a healthy workplace 

were delivered through our 
partnerships with The Heart 
Foundation and Healthier 

Workplace WA

Aboriginal health 
professionals from regions 

throughout WA were delivered  
a cancer education course

of West Australian 
smokers surveyed saw the 

‘Sponge’ campaign and 
either quit, attempted to 
quit or cut down their 

smoking

e-newsletters focusing on 
Aboriginal health were sent 

to health professionals 
working with Aboriginal 

communities throughout the 
state

health professionals 
increased their cancer 

knowledge via our cancer 
education project

people reached by 
our SunSmart van as 
it attended 24 separate 

events

visits to our 
MyUV.com.au website 

for UV information

11
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Speaking to WA oncologist and cancer researcher Dr Nick 
Gottardo, it’s immediately obvious how driven he is to help improve 
the lives of children with the brain tumour Medulloblastoma (MB).

With the help of our $400,000 research fellowship this year, Dr Gottardo from Princess 

Margaret Hospital and the Telethon Kids Institute is investigating a new class of more 

effective chemotherapy drugs which it’s hoped will lead to new clinical trials for children 

with MB.

Dr Gottardo said despite being the second most common childhood cancer, brain 

tumours are the major cause of childhood cancer deaths. 

He said this highlights the fact that although survival for children with brain tumours has 

improved over the last 30 years, survival rates for the past decade have reached a plateau 

well below that of other childhood cancers, such as leukaemia. In addition, survivors are 

often left with devastating life-long side effects. 

“Unfortunately, the current treatment for MB is not always effective and one of the reasons 

is believed to be due to the genetic characteristics underlying the different sub-types of 

MB, which make the cancer cell resistant to DNA damage, leading to relapse,” 

Dr Gottardo said.

Recognising the desperate need for a new approach, his project aims to make the 

current chemotherapy treatment more effective from the outset, which will hopefully mean 

radiotherapy will be relied upon less and the related toxicity and long-term side effects 

can be avoided.

He and his team have screened more than 3000 drugs against MB cell lines derived from 

patients and a few have shown promising results.

Among them is a new class of drugs that block the innate ability of the cancer cell to 

repair the DNA damage caused by chemotherapy treatment.  

“The project will test other drugs that block the same target to identify the most effective 

one. This data will provide the evidence required to potentially run a new childhood cancer 

clinical trial,” Dr Gottardo said.

“Our goals are to harness the power of innovative model systems of childhood brain 

tumours which we have developed in order to test the effectiveness of new treatments for 

these devastating diseases so that the most promising therapies can be taken through to 

the clinic.

“We believe this class of drug is likely to also be effective against other childhood brain 

cancers and our preliminary research suggests this is the case.”

16-year-old Chloe Clements was diagnosed with MB three years ago at the age of 13 and 

became one of Dr Gottardo’s patients.  

Dr Gottardo’s 
quest to cure 

kids’ brain 
cancer
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continued...
Dr Nick Gottardo and Chloe Clements



9 | Cancer Council Western Australia Bringing the defeat of cancer closer | 10

She knows all too well the importance of more effective and 

less toxic treatments, and the bond established between 

doctor and patient is profound.

Dr Gottardo said he draws his inspiration from young 

patients like Chloe.

“In my opinion the most important quality a researcher 

needs to have is ‘the fire in the belly’. Cancer takes away 

children at the dawn of their lives; the best chance we have 

to cure children with MB is when they receive treatment for 

the first time. We cannot wait for the cancer to relapse,” he 

said.

In return, Chloe has nothing but the highest respect for the 

man she affectionately refers to as ‘Saint Nick’.

“Without the funding, research can’t be done. With 

research, Dr Nick will find gentler ways of treating 

Medulloblastoma and he will one day find a cure,” she said.

Dr Gottardo said our research fellowship will help him make 

a difference to the lives of people affected by MB.

“Grants like this one from Cancer Council WA are critically 

important to allow us to continue our important research,” 

he said. 

“I am not overstating the fact that without such grants we 

simply could not do the research that we do.

“I frequently say to people if you want to stay with the 

current situation, where many children with brain tumours 

are still incurable or where survivors have serious life-long 

side effects that impact on their quality of life, then don’t do 

research. But if you want to change the status quo then we 

must invest in research for future generations of children.” 

For Chloe, Dr Gottardo’s dedication to his research funded 

by the generous donations of our supporters has given her 

hope.

“Every time we met with him he was positive; his cheery 

attitude made me feel relaxed and safe. He really is a 

miracle worker.”
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$4m

13%

72% 45%

100,00040%

25

of funding was 
committed to support 

WA’s best and brightest 
cancer researchers

Find Cancer Early 
campaigns ran state-wide

 increase in unprompted 
(recall) awareness of 

the Find Cancer Early 
campaign following the 
introduction of TV ads

of respondents recalled 
our LiveLighter TV ads. 
Awareness appears to 
be higher amongst 

overweight and obese 
people, a primary target of 

the campaign

 of people could recall 
without prompting the 

LiveLighter TV ads 
addressing healthy eating, 
physical activity and body 

weight

students are enrolled in 
the Crunch&Sip program 

which encourages fruit, 
veg and water breaks in 

the school day

of the state’s primary 
schools are certified 
Crunch&Sip schools 

applications for the 
Collaborative Cancer 
Grant Scheme were 

received

Prevention and research highlights
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Billie Cunningham was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in 
January 2015 when her first child, Tillie, was just three months old. 

There are around 20 different types of Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and it took three months 

to diagnose Billie’s, requiring travel from her hometown Albany to Perth numerous times for 

appointments and scans. After surgery to remove a lymph node and a PET scan, Billie was 

eventually diagnosed with the ‘SLL’ type of NHL – a slow growing cancer.

“It was a very stressful time coming to terms with the fact I had cancer, particularly the time 

it took to diagnose the type and coping with my first baby, lack of sleep and breastfeeding, 

all at the same time,” she said. 

“Crawford Lodge was a lifesaver. It meant myself, my partner and daughter didn’t have to 

find accommodation in Perth which relieved an enormous amount of stress. To find a cot 

had been set up in our room the first night we arrived was wonderful. It was just incredible. 

I can’t explain how much that thoughtfulness meant to us and the fact the staff had gone 

that extra mile.”

Initially her specialist prescribed a ‘watchful waiting’ approach where they closely monitor 

the patient but don’t conduct any active treatment. By December 2015, Billie’s lymph nodes 

had become very big, visible and uncomfortable around her neck and under her arms, 

triggering active targeted chemotherapy treatment to start in March.

Now, Billie is halfway through her six-month chemo plan, she has three days of chemo as a 

day patient each month, then 28 days off. During treatment, her sister has to care for Tillie.

“I find it hard to pick Tillie up when I come home because I’m so weak, which is tough, but I 

try to see it as short-term pain for long-term gain,” she said. 

“The support I’ve received from Cancer Council WA has been the most amazing thing. I 

initially felt really embarrassed to access the financial assistance, but I wasn’t working when 

I was diagnosed and my partner was working casually. Finance was really tight so Cancer 

Council WA was able to pay a few bills for me which was a godsend. 

“The counsellor I saw was also fantastic and offered me some really great practical advice, 

as was the practical support. Since I started chemo, Cancer Council WA’s Albany Cancer 

Support Coordinator Fiona Williamson has organised a cleaner for two hours a fortnight, 

which takes a lot of stress away for me.

 “I want to share my story because I didn’t realise how much Cancer Council WA does and I 

think it’s important to let other people know.

  

“They’ve given me so much, I want to give back and let donors know how Cancer Council 

WA helps. I always thought donations to Cancer Council WA just went to research. I had no 

idea about all the support they provide too.” 

Billie’s
story
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Billie Cunningham with daughter Tillie
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We first met Joan Youngberg when she 
kindly donated to us in 1989. At the time, we 
could never have imagined the lasting impact 
Joan was to have many years later. 

A busy social person, Joan remained physically active 

throughout her retirement. As a keen traveller, Joan visited 

nearly every country on earth in her lifetime, including taking 

multiple trips to Antarctica; not even a cancer diagnosis 

could stop her. Visiting her family in Queensland with her 

sister Mary was one of her most treasured memories.

Generous in nature, over the years Joan spent time giving 

back to the community and built a strong relationship with 

our Donor Relations and Estates team. Joan shared our 

vision and was incredibly interested in our work, particularly 

cancer research. 

When Joan became unwell she was determined something 

positive would come from her cancer diagnosis. In 2004, 

Joan made the incredibly generous decision to include a gift 

for us in her Will and became an inaugural member of our 

Clive Deverall Society - a very special group of like-minded 

people who share Joan’s vision for a cancer-free future and 

are inspired to help us achieve it.

Our team worked with Joan to make arrangements for her 

gift to go towards research into breast and gynaecological 

cancers in the hope of minimising the difficulties associated 

with cancer for women experiencing similar circumstances 

to her. 

Sadly, Joan lost her battle with cancer in 2008, but her 

gift has left a lasting legacy through the formation of the 

Youngberg Women’s Cancer Research Fellowship. The 

one-off fellowship offered an outstanding cancer researcher 

$100,000 per annum for four years, plus an additional 

amount of $28,000 towards associated costs to conduct 

research in WA relating to women’s cancers.

Gifts in Wills are one of our largest single sources of funding. 

Bequests enable us to continue to fund cancer research 

and prevention programs, as well as provide the extensive 

range of support services we offer the community across all 

areas of cancer. 

All gifts, no matter the size, come together to make a 

real difference, not only to the lives of those we’re able to 

support, but also to the family of the bequester who can 

take comfort in the fact their legacy has been honoured.

The inaugural recipient of the Youngberg Women’s Cancer 

Research Fellowship, Associate Professor Vincent Wallace 

from The University of Western Australia, is now using the 

Fellowship to develop and test a hand-held surgical probe, 

collaborating with an international multidisciplinary team of 

engineers, scientists, doctors and clinicians.

The probe is designed to make it easier for surgeons 

to identify the difference between damaged and normal 

tissues during surgery to ensure all cancerous tissue is 

removed in one go, reducing the need for invasive follow-up 

procedures.  

Whilst the research and development of the probe is initially 

being directed to breast cancer surgery, it could eventually 

be used for any surgery requiring damaged tissue to be 

removed.

Joan’s family is incredibly supportive of her decision to leave 

a gift in her Will and have kept in close contact with our 

Donor Relations and Estates team. Proud of the incredible 

legacy Joan has created, her sister Mary and nephew 

Richard attended our Research Awards where they were 

able to meet Professor Wallace.

Professor Wallace said the work could not be done without 

the generosity of supporters like Joan Youngberg. 

“It is a great honour to win this award and to meet the 

relatives of Joan Youngberg, whose generous gift to Cancer 

Council WA allows me to continue the important work in 

improving the treatment of women’s cancers,” he said. 

Remembering Joan and her ongoing gift to cancer research 

has brought her family much joy over the years. Joan’s 

incredible gift has the potential to help thousands of patients 

in Australia and throughout the world; her bequest has and 

will continue to make a real difference. 

Joan’s 
legacy
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From left to right, Joan’s nephew 
Richard, sister Mary and Associate 

Professor Vincent Wallace
 Bringing the defeat of cancer closer | 14Joan Youngberg

contributed $1.89 million towards the 
provision of our programs and services

Gifts in Wills 
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Levi’s 
challenge 

for a 
cause

Photographer: Jon Hewson - Community Newspaper Group
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Levi Kissick-Ponga and his daughter Harlow
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It’s not every day you meet someone literally 
jumping up and down to help us beat cancer.

But it’s not every day you meet someone like Levi Kissick-

Ponga.

Determined to raise money for a cause close to his heart 

and to set himself a challenge, the 28-year-old personal 

trainer created a fundraising page and pledged to do one 

burpee for every dollar donated.

A burpee is a full body workout; jump, squat, place both 

hands on the floor in front of you, jump feet back into plank 

position, one push up, jump feet back to a squat, jump up 

to standing position. Repeat. In Levi’s case, thousands of 

times.

Levi has a family history of cancer. His aunt and grandfather 

died from the disease and his brother Cory survived prostate 

cancer.

“Some friends and I signed up for the HBF Run and realised 

you could fundraise for a charity – we chose Cancer Council 

WA. Doing a burpee challenge was on my bucket list, so I 

thought I’d give it a go to raise some money,” Levi said. 

His brother’s diagnosis 16 years ago when Levi was just 12- 

years-old left a lasting impact on the entire family.

“Cory thankfully got the all clear about nine years ago, but 

it’s something our family takes seriously. I was probably 

the first to do something big to raise money, but doing 

something to help has always been in the back of all of our 

minds,” he said.

“When I was telling everyone about what I was planning to 

do, I don’t think they really believed me in the beginning – 

even my boss was like, ‘oh yeah, whatever’.” 

Originally, the goal was 2000 burpees, but as the event 

grew nearer the dollars increased. 

Levi’s gym in Maddington got on board to promote the 

event and family and friends all pitched in with donations, 

keen to see him do as many burpees as possible.

On the day of the event the donation count sat at $2800 for 

2800 burpees. It was a special day for a number of reasons.

“It was actually coming up to the fourth anniversary of my 

grandfather’s passing when I did the challenge, so I thought 

of it as a bit of a tribute to do it for my family,” he said.

“My family is all back home in New Zealand so they were 

all watching the live feed on Facebook. It kept cutting out 

though, so I was huffing and puffing trying to get it to work.

“Friends and members of the gym came down, and my 

partner and other side of the family were there cheering me 

on. My one-year-old daughter Harlow was also there on the 

day. Everyone was having a hold while I was in pain. She’s 

just crawling at the moment; we’ll teach her how to burpee 

eventually.” 

Levi completed the challenge in just four hours and 32 

minutes, well below his goal of under five hours. 

Levi’s final fundraising tally surpassed his expectations to 

total an incredible $3500.

“The worst thing in the world is watching someone you love 

suffer in pain when there is nothing you can do to stop it,” 

he said.

“With cancer you’re either one of two things: a victim or a 

survivor. Some are lucky enough to tell their story, others are 

unseen, unheard but always near.”

Not yet satisfied, later this year Levi plans to take on the 

current Guinness World Record for the number of burpees 

done in 12 hours, which currently sits at 6800. He’s hoping 

the fundraising dollars he’ll be able to bring in will match the 

mammoth effort.

“Before this, I’d never really donated or done anything but 

I’d always wanted to – it’s a tribute to my brother, aunty, 

grandfather and anyone else affected by cancer. To support 

the fighters, admire the survivors, and honour those taken 

from us too soon,” he said.
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915
community fundraisers raised 

$915,603

Highlights from some of our
 Do It For Cancer community 

fundraisers

was raised by 9-year-old Jack 
Churchman by recreating famous 

movie scenes for donations

was raised by Kat Smith by hosting 
a pink hat luncheon at the Hellenic 

Club of WA

has been raised by Boddington 
Bowling Club from their trophy day 

events since 2007. In 2016 their event 
had 52 teams, with 208 participants 

raising over $20,000

walked by 70-year-old Jeffrey 
Buckman from Israelite Bay to 

Esperance over 12 days, raising 
$12,570

$9000 

$4000 

$70,000

250km
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Why I 
volunteer 
- Darryl’s 

story
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volunteers contributed 84,527 
hours across all areas of our work

1960

Darryl Young
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Darryl Young has given back to the 
community for almost 16 years. Losing his 
wife and mother to breast cancer was his 
inspiration to take up volunteering.

“I lost my mum and wife when they were both aged just 

49. I’ve got two daughters and three granddaughters and 

I don’t want to see them go the same way. I thought it was 

time to give something back so we can defeat the disease,” 

Darryl said.

“My mum was a huge volunteer – she was around for the 

Second World War so was always volunteering for the RSL 

and bowling club, I think that’s where I get it.”

Darryl worked in the banking sector for over 40 years and 

first volunteered with us at our Cottage Hospice for 18 

months back in 1999 while also working as the Productivity 

Director for an Australian bank in WA. Darryl’s wife had 

spent time at the hospice before she died, so he knew first-

hand how important the service was.

In late 2000, Darryl became increasingly busy at work and 

his father-in-law was admitted to the hospice as a patient. 

As such, he made a mutual decision with the hospice staff 

to retire from his volunteering position.

It only took 12 months after retiring from his professional 

work for Darryl to again feel the need to give back to the 

community. Over the coming years, he would extend his 

time and skills to various charitable commitments, often 

volunteering multiple days per week.

In 2003, he began working as a volunteer driver for Sir 

Charles Gairdner Hospital, a role he continued for 10 years. 

It was also in 2003 that he noticed our newspaper ad 

calling for more volunteers. Upon applying, our Volunteer 

Coordinator took one look at Darryl’s extensive resume and 

asked if he would be interested in working in an admin role 

within our Business Development Division – Darryl has been 

a part of our team ever since. 

“Working at Cancer Council WA has changed over the years 

I’ve been here – it’s become more electronic. My role is 

primarily data entry, but more recently I have been working 

on a project which requires me to read research papers to 

determine if they make sense to the layman. This project 

has developed into writing reports on the research papers 

which are then sent to the donors. I learn a lot – there’s some 

incredible research going on, it’s extremely interesting,” he 

said.

For five years, while volunteering in our Business 

Development Division, Darryl also ran a Daffodil Day stall 

at Whitfords Shopping Centre. This involved recruiting 

volunteers and managing merchandise for the week around 

Daffodil Day.

Over the 16 years Darryl has been volunteering, he has also 

encountered various personal challenges yet his kindness 

and generosity has never wavered. In 2013, he developed 

a lung condition which led his doctor to recommend he 

avoid contact with hospitals. As a result he had no choice 

but to resign from his position as a volunteer driver. Then 

in April 2015, Darryl underwent open-heart surgery. Rather 

than retire from volunteering, he simply took some time off 

to recuperate and was back with us just a few months later 

after rearranging his schedule to fit in with his post-operative 

treatment which involves attending regular cardio gym 

sessions. 

“Coming in to volunteer keeps me happy and occupied – it 

stops my brain from going to mush. Cancer Council WA is 

very good at providing a wide range of options for people to 

be involved in different areas of the organisation. People can 

do as much or as little as they like. It’s a two-way street, it’s 

good for me and it’s good for the organisation too,” he said.

“I’d encourage anyone to get involved in volunteering; I 

think more people should do it. Cancer Council WA really 

looks after you and makes you feel appreciated. They host 

thank you morning teas for us and invite us to the Christmas 

parties. I don’t volunteer for this reason but I’ve never had a 

morning where I’ve woken up and thought, ‘I don’t want to 

go today’. The staff are all great and keep me feeling young.” 
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We established the Cottage Hospice in 1987. The purpose-built in-patient facility 

put WA at the forefront of palliative care in Australia. In 2004, the State Government 

recognised the need for the Hospice’s services and made palliative care available in 

hospitals throughout the metropolitan area. Our Hospice was converted into much needed 

accommodation for country cancer patients while they undergo treatment and is now 

known as Milroy Lodge. We continue to support palliative care in the community by offering 

support services for the terminally ill and their families, and by providing evidence-based 

palliative care education for health professionals.

participants took part in 12 
Relay For Life events held 

across the state, raising
just under $2 million

was raised by over 1900 
Australia’s Biggest Morning 

Tea hosts

was raised from our Daffodil 
Day street appeal in the 

Perth CBD, with the support 
of 180 volunteers

771

$4.48m

6233

$1.56m

$52,000

participants hosted a Pink 
or Girls’ Night In fundraising 

event, raising $440,105

was donated by our 
generous community

Fundraising highlights 
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Linda’s 
legacy

Linda Mills was an energetic and inspiring 
woman. Always smiling and known for 
her infectious laugh, she was loved by 
everyone who met her. Linda was madly 
in love with Laurie, her husband of 33 
years, and a devoted mother to her three 
children, Aimee, Casey and Samuel. She was 
affectionately known as ‘Nannie’ to her two 
granddaughters Charlotte and Zoe, along 
with her grandson Archer who was born four 
months after her death. 

On July 26, 2015 Linda was diagnosed with stage four small 

cell cancer of her right lung and pericardium. Sadly, Linda 

passed away on October 6, 2015 at Sir Charles Gairdner 

Hospital with her family by her side.

“Our family was extremely close and Mum was our voice of 

reason. She always knew what to say to make things right, 

she was the centre of our universe. Her funeral reflected 

how loved she was – over 500 people gathered with us to 

celebrate her life. She was an inspiration to say the very 

least,” daughter Casey explained. 

In the 11 weeks between her diagnosis and death, our 

Cancer Information and Support Services team helped 

Linda select a wig and a range of scarves and accessories. 

Linda’s family also contacted us to apply for our practical 

support services that included cleaning to make life a little 

easier at home.

The support we were able to give them is something the 

Mills family say they will never forget. 

“We were receiving so many beautiful flowers when Mum 

passed away, although we were grateful for these, Dad 

didn’t like to see them die. That’s when we decided to 

set up our Everyday Hero page, ‘Linda’s Legacy’. We 

asked that in lieu of flowers, our friends and family make a 

donation in Mum’s honour to Cancer Council WA,” Casey 

said.

“Mum had always wanted to give back and she mentioned 

to me that when she was well enough she would like to 

work with Cancer Council WA. It seemed only fitting that we 

as a family gave our donations to Cancer Council WA so 

others suffering can benefit from the generosity of our family 

and friends.”

The Mills family were not expecting the fundraising page to 

take off like it did. They initially set their fundraising target 

at $500, however they raised over $3000 in the first day. 

Between October 7 and December 23, ‘Linda’s Legacy’ 

received 183 donations and raised an amazing $13,134.

When looking through the hundreds of messages left from 

family, friends and colleagues, it’s clear that Linda was not 

only a truly kind and considerate person, but that she was 

greatly loved. 

As well as funding vital cancer research and our education 

programs, the money generously raised will help us 

continue to provide much-needed support for WA families 

like the Mills. 

These services include our 13 11 20 confidential 

information and support line, counselling, financial and 

legal advice, exercise classes, our Wig Service, free 

transport to treatment, accommodation for country cancer 

patients and much more. 

This support is not only vital for the patients themselves, 

but also for their loved ones, carers, friends and colleagues 

who may also be affected by the diagnosis.  

The volume of donations in honour of their mum was 

overwhelming for the Mills family.

“As we travelled throughout this journey with Mum, she 

made it very clear that she wanted to somehow give back 

to those that had helped her along the way,” Casey said.

“The generosity has astounded our family and we will be 

forever grateful. Mum would be looking down amazed at 

the people she has reached and the legacy she will be able 

to leave.”
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Clockwise from back left: Linda's 
daughter Casey, son Sam, husband 

Laurie and daughter Aimee with Linda's 
parents Geoffrey and Phyllis

Linda’s granddaughters Charlotte 
and Zoe with husband Laurie



25 | Cancer Council Western Australia Bringing the defeat of cancer closer | 26

Annie’s
story
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Cancer Council WA Cancer Support Coordinator 
Elaine Young and Annie Reynolds
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Annie couldn’t believe it when she was told 
she had breast cancer. She was sitting in the 
same hospital where a month earlier she had 
held her mother’s hand as she heard those 
exact words delivered to her.

“Mum and I having cancer at the same time was just bizarre. 

I was trying to be there for Mum as much as I could be, 

but then I had to look after myself as well – it was so hard,’ 

Annie said. 

Annie first noticed the pain in her right breast when her mum 

had just started treatment in Perth.

“The whole time I was thinking ‘gosh I have a pain in 

my chest’. My husband thought maybe I was just being 

sympathetic to my mum,” she said. 

Then she got her diagnosis.

“My hands were trembling, and I clenched my husband’s 

hand so tightly. There was shock, fear and thoughts like 

‘how bad is this?’ flooding through my mind.”

Having just told her four children, the youngest just five 

years old, that their much loved grandmother had cancer, 

she now had to tell them that she had it too.

“It was the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do,” she said.

The weeks that followed were tough, but Annie and her 

husband Gerry discovered our regional support office in 

Mandurah and it became a lifeline for them.

“It’s difficult to talk to family members as they’re dealing with 

a lot and it can be lonely. The assistance I received though 

Cancer Council WA’s office in the Peel region was a lifesaver 

and played a major part in my recovery.”

One of the services Annie found helpful was the one-on-one 

counselling sessions.

“On the days that are toughest, you just want a friendly 

chat. Sometimes you are at home on your own which can 

be very hard, so people need to know the help is there. 

Cancer Council WA was there to listen,” she said.

“A lot of people don’t know these services are available 

and I didn’t initially. The help they provide can range from 

counselling, free transport to treatment, massages and 

therapy or just talking to someone.

“The times when you’re not up to keeping up with house 

cleaning, Cancer Council WA offers support. They offer 

transport to treatments and doctor appointments. I found 

the massages to be very good and relaxing, and there are 

also yoga and exercise classes which I’m now able to do.

“I have met some wonderful people through Cancer Council  

WA who are going through treatment and together we can 

help each other. I wish I had known about Cancer Council 

WA from the beginning of my cancer diagnosis. I’m forever 

grateful for the personalised emotional support I have 

received.”  

Peel Cancer Support Coordinator Elaine Young has been 

helping Annie along her journey to recovery.

“We are one of those services that you don’t need to know 

about until you have cancer, but it is vital that people know 

they are not alone,” Elaine said.

Annie had a bilateral mastectomy to remove her cancer, and 

is now cancer-free.

She credits her surgeon, our former President, Professor 

Christobel Saunders, with her great results.

“The relief I felt when I was told I was cancer-free was huge 

– there are not words that can explain it,” Annie said.

Through our services and her trips to hospital, Annie has 

met many women suffering and working through cancer.

“I am in touch with a lot of ladies and there are some tough 

battles going on out there.

“Once I am a bit stronger, I hope to be able to volunteer with 

the Cancer Council WA services and give back to the team 

that helped me so much,” Annie said.
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contacts were received 
by 13 11 20, our cancer 

information and support line

regional cancer patients 
were provided support 
by our cancer support 

coordinators

Life Now exercise, 
meditation, yoga and 

patient education sessions 
were provided to 1308 

cancer patients and their 
carers at no cost

health professionals took 
part in 119 Palliative and 

Supportive Care education 
workshops

financial assistance 
payments were made 

to people experiencing 
hardship while undergoing 

treatment

country cancer patients and 
their carers were hosted by our 
Crawford and Milroy Lodges

wigs, turbans, hats and 
scarves were provided at no 

cost by our Wig Service to 579 
cancer patients

counselling sessions were 
provided at no cost to people 

affected by cancer

8,449 5397

103

2054

2442

4825 2769

1698

Cancer information and
support services highlights
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When Busselton couple Karen and David 
Bull learned they had won $100,000 in our 
first ever Ultimate Lifestyle Lottery early bird 
draw, there were smiles all around but only 
after a few tears were shed first.

For Karen and David, winning the large sum was a very 

welcome surprise in what had been the worst year of their 

lives.

In the blink of an eye, they went from cancelling a much-

needed family holiday due to David’s cancer diagnosis to a 

more promising future, one that Karen describes as leaving 

her feeling happy and content.

“I have been a regular contributor to Cancer Council WA 

and after seeing the advert on TV, I bought a ticket as David 

had been diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma and is currently 

undergoing treatment,” Karen said.

Our Lottery ambassador Monika Kos and our CEO Susan 

Rooney had the pleasure of phoning the Bulls and the two 

other West Australians who also won $100,000 in the draw.

“I’m delighted to have delivered the good news to Karen 

and the other two winners,” Susan said.

“There are more people living longer with cancer and more 

people being diagnosed with cancer, which means there is a 

growing demand for our services.

“The proceeds from our lottery will allow us to continue 

to grow our services so we can be there for all West 

Australians affected by cancer when they need us at every 

stage of their cancer journey. 

“The funds raised will also allow us to continue to grow 

our investment in world-class cancer research leading 

to improved quality of care and access to cutting edge 

treatment and ultimately bringing us closer to the day when 

we can live in a cancer-free world,” she said.

The major prize in the inaugural lottery was a stunning, fully 

furnished $1.59 million penthouse apartment at Taskers in 

North Fremantle, plus a BMW X1 and $20,000 cash, and 

Karen said knowing that every ticket purchased was going 

towards helping fight cancer made the decision to buy a 

ticket an easy one.

“Knowing how much amazing work Cancer Council WA do 

for the community and also through research, I felt the least 

I could do was to buy a ticket in the hope that one day a 

cure can be found,” she said.

And while their windfall couldn’t have come at a better time, 

the South West couple said the money was quickly spoken 

for.

“The win made a difference because we have been able 

to help our children fulfill some of their dreams and more 

importantly pay off their debts!  

“I have also been able to help my brother in South Africa 

who struggles financially, and have given money to the 

charities that I strongly believe in and who do an amazing 

job, including Cancer Council WA!

“To be able to give makes me feel really happy and content.”

Karen’s 
lucky 
break
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“The funds raised will allow us to continue to grow our 
investment in world-class cancer research leading to 
improved quality of care and access to cutting edge 

treatment, and ultimately bringing us closer to the day 
when we can live in a cancer-free world,”

- Cancer Council WA, CEO Susan Rooney

Karen and David Bull
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Independent WA based law firm Jackson McDonald has honoured a 
former colleague by funding an emerging cancer researcher in our 
2016 research grants.

The funding was part of a record $4 million in grants we announced this year.

Jackson McDonald is a long-standing partner of ours and chose to fund the research project 

in memory of construction lawyer Dimo Christides who died from a rare and aggressive lung 

cancer in 2013. 

Dr Samantha Bowyer, a Consultant Medical Oncologist at the Rockingham General Hospital, 

is the recipient of the grant and has been provided with almost $35,000. 

Dr Bowyer is using the grant to investigate the role of immune cells in blood to predict 

response to immunotherapy in melanoma and lung cancer. 

“The aim of this research is to identify if there are markers in the blood that will determine 

which melanoma or lung cancer patients will benefit from a particular type of immunotherapy 

treatment that involves the immune system recognising and killing cancer cells,” Dr Bowyer 

said.

“The project will investigate whether this can be done before the treatment has started or in 

the first few weeks of treatment.

“Ultimately our intention is to analyse the types of immune cells in the blood and how they 

respond to treatment.”

Jackson McDonald partner Karene Primrose said the firm has proudly supported Cancer 

Council WA for a number of years but this was the first time they’d directed their efforts to a 

specific project.

“To see the money we raised going directly to the researcher, and that we’re helping to 

advance research in this area and finding answers to problems we want to see addressed, 

gave us great confidence in sponsoring a research project,” Ms Primrose said.

“Remembering Dimo through this project gives our effort a lot more purpose. It also allows us 

to show support for our other staff members who have been or continue to be touched by 

cancer. 

“We feel supporting the work of a researcher directly involved with lung cancer research is a 

great match with something that matters to us because we are able to contribute, in at least 

a small way, to research in the hope of finding a cure as well as to helping people who are 

dealing with cancer.” 

“We can show our staff we haven’t forgotten and we’re committed to this fundraising for the 

long-term,” she said.

Dr Bowyer said the scholarship is a great opportunity and will allow her to pursue and develop 

her interest in translational research. 

“It will be a great learning experience being a principal investigator leading my own research, 

an experience which might otherwise have been unattainable without the support of this 

grant,” she said.

Funding
future
break-

throughs
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Karene Primrose from Jackson McDonald (centre) 
with researcher Alisdair Cook (left) and 
grant recipient Dr Samantha Bowyer
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Make a donation or become a regular giver
Your donation or monthly gift gives us the stability to support long-term projects in 

cancer research and patient support. In return, we’ll keep in touch to let you know 

how your donation is making a difference, keeping you up-to-date with progress 

reports on our activities and programs.

Do your thing
Support a Cancer Council event like Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, Daffodil Day, 

Girls’ Night In, Pink Ribbon Day or Relay For Life. Or get creative and do your own 

thing by organising a fun event to raise funds for us.

Leave a gift in your Will
A gift in your Will has the power to touch countless lives. We have information and 

resources available to help you plan your gift so you can leave a legacy of hope for 

generations to come.

Volunteer
Our many volunteers help us in so many ways by donating their skills and time 

across the organisation across the state – from administration, patient support, 

fundraising events, expert committees, and strategic direction and governance.

Donate in memory of a loved one, or in celebration of an 
occasion
Making a donation to us in lieu of a gift or flowers can be a beautiful way to 

honour an occasion, a loved one, or an event. 

Become a Corporate Partner
There are many ways your business can support and benefit from a partnership 

with us. These include cause-related marketing initiatives, workplace giving, 

matched giving, staff engagement, and cash and in-kind sponsorship.

As a not-for-profit, non-government organisation we rely on 
the generosity of the community to fund our programs. By 
supporting us, you’re becoming part of a movement with a 
common goal - to beat cancer. It’s easy to get involved.

How you can help

We would like to thank
all our amazing supporters

who made our work in
2015-2016 possible. With your 

help we continue to work 
towards our vision of a

cancer-free future

Daffodil Day supporter Kym Caple 
at our CBD stall


